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PREEIDEZNT RONALD REAGAN: We're not pPlanning z war, and we d——rmr—ey—TE T TIET
that's going to happen at zl).
FACKIIL: The contrast between Pres;dent Reagan's soft words and his military
muscie~ilexing sharpens the debate zbout where he's heade¢ ir Central Amerjice.
KACNIZIL: Gooc evening. Whztever its impact on the American public, President .
Reagan's 2ssvrance last night that he seeks peace in Cenirel Americs did mot silence

his critics in Comgress. In fact, his televisec news conference appeared to fan the

flames of debate. A paracde of high-level Democrats attacked the President's
stzlements. TXouse Speaker O'Neill saic Mr. Reagan was pleying with matches. Hzjor
Leader Jim Wright szi¢ the sez and lancd maneuvers the president has ordered around
Nicaragua marked & return to gunboat diplomacy. The criticisms were echoed in hours

-1

¢f heated debate today a2s the House of Representatives moved towards
on cutting off covert zid to Nicaraguan rebels,
controversy was the president's assertion that
REAGAN: And let me set the record strzight on what these exercises are and what they
ere nol. Essentially, there will be two sets of practice training in toming months:
Une, 2 series of grounc exercises inm Honduras with the combined forces of Honduras and
the United Steates; second, series of ocean exercises with our own fleet. The latest
exercises with Honduras took place earlier this year. Mueh larger scale exercises
hazve tzken place in Europe, Asiz and Latin America. There is no comparison with
Vietnam, and there's not geing to be anything of that kind in this. 4And maybe the
peorple are cisturbed because the confusec pattern of, that hasz been Presented to them
anc the constant drumbest with regard to the fact that, of suspicion that somehow
there is an ullerior purpose in this.

vole tomorrow
One of the points that fueled new
the planned maneuvers were routine.

.
[

HACNZIL: Tonight, what do the exercises sav sbout Mr,.
America, and will the Congress support them?
Hunter—Gault in Wzshington, Charlayne?

Reagan's intentions in Centrzl
Jim Lehrer is off tonight. Charlayne

::

HUNTER=GAULT: Robin, routine or not,
Aperice zre defimitely large-sczale.

the militery exercises planned for Central
The lanc, sez and zir maneuvers whichk started

- e

carrier gz

Moncay when the first zircrasf:

rived in Central Amersican watlers will lzst

(SRS
until the enc of the yesar.

some 4,000
petrcels &nd

scldiers 2i¢ the Honduran military
artillery operztione. At sez,
Irom z plannec cruise in the western Pacifie,

the zircr

Ir Operation Big Pine, the administrztion plant to have §
in communicztiions training, small

eft cerrier Ranger was diverted

It carries over 70 azircrzft and travels
It will

with 2ftle group tha! includes seven other ships.
the Facific by another battle group led by the reactivated ba

reportedly be joined in
tileship New Jersey, now ! -

off Southeast Asiz. Presc reports from the Pents
Sez, now stationed with the Mediterranean fleet,
Caribbean coast off Hondurzs. The naval task forces will simulate = blockade, or
guarantine, off Nicaragua, bul the administration says the fleet will remain well out
tc sez, in internationzl wazters. For z look 2l the implications of these military
exerciset, we tazlk first with retired Admirel\Stansfield\?urner, former CIl4 directoer.
Admiral Turner has commanded czrrier task forces in the South Atlantic and ;
Hediterranean oceans. (sic) Admiral, are these maneuvers routine? TURNER: Not in my |
book, Charlayne. There's, these are unprecedented in size for Central America. Two

LONTINUED

gon indicate that the U.5.S. Coral |
will take up station aleng the
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